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appointed in this volume, for Professor Rietschel writes with much 
learning of almost every aspect of Christmas, from its origin to the 
most recent features of its observance in Germany and other countries. 
The topics under which he arranges the literature which he has used 
present a good view of his entire work : (1) "The Christmas Festival 
of the Church;" (2) "Christmas and Art;" (3) "The Christmas 
Manger;" (4) "Christmas Hymns;" (5) "Christmas Plays;" (6) 
"Christmas Customs;" (7) "Christmas Fairs;" and (8) "The Christ- 
mas Tree." The treatise — for the book deserves to be called a treatise 
— is well arranged and written in an attractive style. It deserves a 
place in the library of the scholar, and its beauty will make it a favorite 
Christmas present in German families. 

Franklin Johnson. 
The University of Chicago. 



Typical Modern Conceptions of God; or, The Absolute of Ger- 
man Romantic Idealism and of English Evolutionary Agnos- 
ticism. With a Constructive Essay. By Joseph Alexander 
Leighton. New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1901. 
Pp. xii + 190. $1.10. 

The conceptions of God that are here subjected to explication and 
criticism are those of Fichte, Hegel, Schleiermacher, and Spencer. 
These four thinkers were chosen for a comparative study, the writer 
says, "because of the typical and partially complementary character 
of their respective treatments of the problem of the Absolute." Pro- 
fessor Leighton is an absolute monist, approximating closely to that 
type of neo-Hegelianism represented by Professor Royce, and the 
critical as well as the constructive part of the book is written, of 
course, from that point of view. The exposition, which is based on an 
honest study of the sources, is painstaking and faithful to the original 
thought ; and many of the criticisms, especially those on Spencer's 
doctrine of the unknowable, are just and discriminating. 

The constructive essay presents the doctrine of the Absolute in its 
relations to the implications of finite experience, to the genesis and 
growth of the individual, to the time-process, and as the immediately 
experienced unity of will and thought. The author tries to preserve 
the conscious personality of God and of man, and the validity of moral 
distinctions, but expresses himself ambiguously on the question of 
human immortality. Many things said in favor of the positions taken 
are well said, but some of the difficulties, in our judgment invincible, 
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are skimped instead of being grappled with. The positive treatment 
is too concise for much illuminating work, but it is probably as clear 

as the space limits would permit. 

Benjamin Lewis Hobson. 

The McCormick Theological Seminary. 



Through Science to Faith. By Newman Smyth. New York : 
Scribner, 1902. Pp. x + 282. $1.25, net. 

Natural theology finds a new voice and a new method in a book 
like this. Teleology of the Paley type had fallen into disrepute, 
because it rested upon a mechanical conception of the world, and its 
doctrine of design was too narrowly conceived. Its "ends" were 
somewhat arbitrarily selected. It was a philosophy which, it has been 
said, " looked on the stars themselves as set in the sky that we might 
see our way across the street." But a real teleology was not to be per- 
manently abandoned because of a false method and a wrong point of 
view; for there is "an end toward which the whole creation moves." 

Dr. Smyth's book is a contribution toward what may not improp- 
erly be called a renaissance of teleology. " The fact of direction in 
nature" is the keynote of the book. Two things are apparent on 
almost every page : the author's sympathy with the method and the 
general conclusions of biological science ; and his invincible convic- 
tion that these facts may be so interpreted as to disclose both intelli- 
gent and moral direction ; in other words, a real teleology, when the 
universe is taken impartially and as a whole. 

In a most refreshing manner, this volume discloses the hospitality of 
Dr. Smyth's mind toward the truth. The apologetic and defensive atti- 
tude is conspicuously absent. Science is not used to bolster up the 
received conclusions of faith. The motive is obviously candid and the 
method inductive. At each step the first question asked is, What are the 
facts ? and the second, What is the interpretation of the facts ? The 
interpretation in terms of " direction in nature," is of course a new and 
larger doctrine of " design," a conviction that things, when seen 
widely enough, can be interpreted " sub specie aeternitatis." The only 
radical objection to the spirit and temper of the book will come, either 
from those who are content with perpetual analysis without making 
any attempt toward synthesis, or from those who wish to maintain some 
traditional synthesis, and who object to any examination of its content. 
But to an increasing number this discussion will be welcome, nor will 



